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written with rare mastery and a sure sense of the essential this concise general history of modern east asia offers students and
general readers an understanding of this dynamic region from a global perspective it is the ideal introductory text for college
survey courses in asian and international studies following an introductory discussion of the regional concept the first two chapters
lay the foundations chapter 1 describes east asia s geographical human cultural economic social and political setting as it has
evolved over the past several millennia and the three major belief systems confucianism buddhism and islam chapter 2 presents a
panoramic view of the region ca 1800 the chapter introduces the dramatis personae the chinese japanese koreans vietnamese thai
burmese indonesians filipinos and others and describes their interactions with each other and with imperial china the following
three chapters  deal  with  european expansionism and east  asians  responses  to  the civilizational  challenge the stirrings  of
nationalism in reaction to european colonial rule and the remarkable rise of imperial japan chapters 6 and 7 trace japan s bid to
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lead a pan asianist revolt against the twin threats of western liberalism and soviet communism and the ensuing pacific war
chapters 8 and 9 span the cold war era from postwar u s hopes for a pax americana to the division of east asia into communist
and anti communist blocs the sino soviet split and the sino american rapprochement of the early 1970s open the way to the east
asian miracle and a resurgence of east asian regionalism surveyed in chapter 10 a concluding chapter considers the prospects for
continued economic dynamism and the balance of nationalism and pan asian trends in shaping the future

histories of east asia traditionally emphasize china and japan and neglect korea and vietnam essentially 20th century east asia is
re written into the past as though china and japan was always the core of east asian development this is not at all how east asia
developed chinese prehistoric cultures became historic in the 18th century b c japan was not part of east asia for over 2300 more
years by studying periods of chinese unity and disunity and their effects on china s neighbors korea and vietnam a distinct culture
zone east asia gradually emerged and slowly included japan the main elements of east asia cultural social political philosophical
religious and linguistic were derived from china but the others were not minor replicas of china each was unique its people
ethnically distinct from china and each other its native language and linguistic blend with chinese also unique korea and vietnam
resisted chinese colonization but adopted and adapted advance chinese elements to their own needs emerging later japan
underwent wholesale adoption of tang china s advances replicated in the 19th century when japan was the first east asian country
to modernize spanning some thirty eight centuries from the 18th century b c to 2012 a d this diversity with common elements
derived from china is a major theme of this work it is often overlooked by those who prefer general views based on surface
impressions to more complex realities the former often lead to mistakes the latter become the basis for more sound understanding
after all these four countries and people share the eastern end of the eurasian continent yet each country s geographic situation
is also unique as the twenty first century continues to unfold this new approach to east asia should help to produce clearer and
more accurate understanding of this important world region

home to a rapidly rising superpower and the two largest economies in the world after the us a global east asia is seen and felt
everywhere this dynamic text views the global square from the perspective of the world s most important rising global center east
asia  s  global  impact  is  built  on  a  dizzying  combination  a  strong  and  deep  civilizational  self  consciousness  fused  with
hypermodernity wealth influence and power which have made the region a beacon for the world and an alternative to the west
short accessible essays by prominent experts on the region cover the core of east asian japan china and korea as well as mongolia
and taiwan topics include contemporary culture artistic production food science economic development digital issues education
and research and international collaboration students will glean new perspectives about the region using the insights of global
studies

russia has generally been neglected in the academic and policy discourse on regional integration in east asia this book fills this
gap with particular attention to the role of pacific russia in the deepening regional integration in east asia it examines the
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increasingly diverse foreign policy interests of russia related to emerging economic and political realities of the world and russia s
potential role in the regional integration in east asia topics discussed include russian strategic interests and security policy in east
asia generally russia s bilateral relations with china japan and the korean peninsula opportunities and challenges energy and
immigration presents for russia and its engagement with east asia and russia s present and future roles in regional integration in
east asia

engaging integrated and analytical east asia a new history provides a comprehensive history of the east asian countries and
addresses a diverse range of social economic and intellectual topics this accessible and richly illustrated book examines china
japan korea and vietnam and includes coverage of the common people the environment and the experiences of women topics that
are often neglected in other books market appropriate for anyone interested in the history of east asia 73 99350 7

east asia is normally identified as a group of countries lying along the western edge of the pacific ocean but in recent years
scholars have begun thinking about a new east asia that is a community rather than a set of sovereign states this regional
community is a theoretical notion variously defined on the basis of economic or political relations philosophical orientations
language or other criteria with each standard producing a different set of boundaries this book looks at the new east asia from a
northeast asian perspective considering it both as a theoretical construct and a practical reality the authors are asian studies
specialists mainly from japan but with contributions from korea and the united states and they consider the trade and economic
interaction diplomacy and security arrangements of east asia prepared as part of a five year research program conducted by
waseda university s 21st century center of excellence for the creation of contemporary asian studies the essays are published here
in english for the first time

updated annually east southeast asia provides just enough historical background on the evolution of modern east southeast asia
to help students gain a thorough understanding in one semester of contemporary developments in this vital region broad
introductory regional and comparative chapters are followed by distinct sections on each country in the region the combination of
factual accuracy and up to date detail along with its informed projections make this an outstanding resource for researchers
practitioners in international development media professionals government officials potential investors and students now in its 51st
edition the content is thorough yet perfect for a one semester introductory course or general library reference available in both
print and e book formats and priced low to fit student and library budgets

in the geography of southeast asia rumney discusses an area that has long been of interest to geographers and other academics
as interest in southeast asia has grown particularly over the past forty years the volume and variety of scholarly publications on
the varied geographical aspects of the region have also increased this collection is an attempt to identify organize and present as
many of these works as possible the region as a whole and each individual country of the area are covered in individual chapters
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each chapter is further systematically organized by topic including general works cultural social geography economic geography
historical geography physical geography political geography and urban geography this book presents a myriad of sources such as
atlases books chapters articles dissertations and theses are included as well as works written in english french german and other
languages providing the reader with a thorough view of southeast asian geography

the world today series east southeast asia provides historical background on the evolution of modern east southeast asia to help
readers gain a thorough understanding of contemporary developments in this vital region broad introductory regional chapters
are followed by sections on each country in the region the combination of factual accuracy and up to date detail make this an
outstanding resource for researchers practitioners in international development media professionals government officials potential
investors and students to understand the immediate background of contemporary developments

this  original  and detailed collection explores  how regional  actors  deal  with uncertainties  that  are inherent  to the current
geopolitical situation in east asia the contributors collectively demonstrate that strategic uncertainty has become a major factor in
the shaping of the security order in east asia

from the foundations in global studies series this text offers students a fresh comprehensive multidisciplinary entry point to east
asia after a brief introduction to the study of east asia the early chapters of the book survey the essentials of east asian history
important historical narratives and the region s languages religions and global connections students are guided through the
material with relevant maps resource boxes and text boxes that support and guide further independent exploration of the topics
at hand the second half of the book features interdisciplinary case studies each of which focuses on a specific country or region
and a particular issue each chapter gives a flavor for the cultural distinctiveness of the particular country yet also draws attention
to global linkages readers will come away from this book with an understanding of the larger historical political and cultural
frameworks that shaped east asia as we know it today and of current issues that have relevance in asia and beyond

modern east asia details the history of the region while recognizing the intellectual religious artistic economic and scientific
contributions east asians have made to the contemporary world the three national narratives of china japan and korea are told
separately within each chapter and the text emphasizes connections among them as well as the unique evolution of each society
allowing readers to experience the individual countries histories as well as the region s history as a whole the text takes into
consideration the radical changes in the field of history in the past 40 years as the authors have incorporated scholarship in areas
such as gender studies social history and minority histories while reading social economic and personal histories students will
uncover the evolution of family structures peripheral and outcast communities the sociopolitical power of language and literature
the rise of nationalism and regional trading networks attention is also paid to environmental and diplomatic themes
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a collection of the classic essays of o w wolters reflecting his radiant and meticulous lifelong study of premodern southeast asia its
literature trade government and vanished cities included is  an intellectual biography by the editor which covers wolters s
professional lives as a member of the malayan civil service and later as a scholar this volume displays the extraordinary range of
oliver wolters s work in early indonesian vietnamese cambodian and thai history

an overarching ambiguity characterizes east asia today the region has at least a century long history of internal divisiveness war
and conflict and it remains the site of several nettlesome territorial disputes however a mixture of complex and often competing
agents and processes has been knitting together various segments of east asia in remapping east asia t j pempel suggests that
the region is ripe for cooperation rather than rivalry and that recent region building developments in east asia have had a
substantial cumulative effect on the broader canvas of international politics this collection is about the people processes and
institutions behind that region building in it experts on the area take a broad approach to the dynamics and implications of
regionalism instead of limiting their focus to security matters they extend their discussions to topics as diverse as the mercurial
nature of japan s leadership role in the region southeast asian business networks the war on terrorism in asia and the political
economy of environmental regionalism throughout they show how nation states corporations and problem specific coalitions have
furthered regional cohesion not only by establishing formal institutions but also by operating informally semiformally or even
secretly

the aim of the book is to provide readers with an understanding of the important and emerging political economic and social
trends and challenges in east asia in the coming years there is urgency to conduct such a review of the state of east asian affairs
as the international and regional environments seemed to be headed towards greater uncertainty at the international level the
european union eu continues to grapple with its debt crisis with no clear resolution in sight on the other side of the atlantic the us
is gearing up for its presidential and congressional elections that will take place towards the end of 2012 the outcome of these
elections would have implications for america s relations with countries in east asia particularly china already in the run up to
these elections potential candidates have whipped up anti china sentiments or even called for tough anti china measures to
appeal their respective constituencies more significantly with the relative decline of the us and eu increasing doubts have been
raised concerning the values and beliefs that have undergird the us and individual european countries political system and
institutions since world war two china s current stellar economic growth in the midst of the sputtering performance of the us and
the eu economies have lent increasing legitimacy to the attractiveness of china s model that combines strong authoritarian
leadership with the vibrancy of a market economy managing a rising china and a declining us and the eu will have an impact
whether big or small on the countries in asia also in east asia a number of countries have either undergone or are going to
undergo major elections that have elected or will elect a new leadership to take over the helm with possible implications for policy
adjustments or possibly even policy changes in these countries china is gearing up for its crucial leadership transition at the 18th
party congress while taiwan has held its presidential election hong kong has elected its chief executive and will hold the legislative
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council elections while the two koreas will be adjusting to the post kim jong il uncertainty japan too is still trying to recover from
the triple disasters tsunami earthquakes and the radioactivity fallout with the current noda administration still trying to figure a
way out to revitalize the japanese economy

from the founding of the ming dynasty in 1368 to the start of the opium wars in 1841 china has engaged in only two large scale
conflicts with its principal neighbors korea vietnam and japan these four territorial and centralized states have otherwise fostered
peaceful and long lasting relationships with one another and as they have grown more powerful the atmosphere around them has
stabilized focusing on the role of the tribute system in maintaining stability in east asia and in fostering diplomatic and
commercial exchange kang contrasts this history against the example of europe and the east asian states skirmishes with nomadic
peoples to the north and west although china has been the unquestioned hegemon in the region with other political units always
considered secondary the tributary order entailed military cultural  and economic dimensions that afforded its  participants
immense latitude europe s westphalian system on the other hand was based on formal equality among states and balance of
power politics resulting in incessant interstate conflict scholars tend to view europe s experience as universal but kang upends this
tradition emphasizing east asia s formal hierarchy as an international system with its own history and character this approach not
only recasts our understanding of east asian relations but also defines a model that applies to other hegemonies outside the
european order
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